
CITY OF PARK RIVER, NORTH DAKOTA, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING,  

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 AT 7:30 P.M.      

 

Published Subject to the Governing Body’s Review and Revision 

 

The City of Park River held their regular meeting of the Park River City Council on Monday, 

September 11, 2017 at 7:30 P.M.   

 

Mayor Stenvold called the meeting to order; upon roll call the following were Present: Council 

members Mike Lorton, Kyle Halvorson Arvid Knutson, Robert Lundquist III, Dwight Byron, and 

Keith Anderson, City Attorney Tracy Laaveg, Public Works Director (PWD) Dennis Larson, 

Coordinator/Auditor Nancy Thompson, and Assessor/Deputy Auditor Ann Berg.  Absent: None. 

Others present: Dean Skjerven.   

 

Comments and Questions From Citizens:   None. 

 

Additions and changes to agenda: Add to New Business: #6 Tower Street. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Lorton moved and Halvorson seconded to accept the minutes from the 

August 11, 2017 regular meeting and the August 28, 2017 special meeting as presented.  Upon roll 

call vote, Lorton, Halvorson, Knutson, Byron and Anderson voted aye.  Lundquist voted nay. M/C.   

 

Unfinished Business: 

Assessor’s Report: Berg reported she mailed letters to Elm Drive property owners with ranch style 

homes asking them to call and make an appointment with her for an on-site property review. 

  

Council received an updated and corrected Schedule of Fees for approval; Knutson moved and 

Anderson seconded to approve the updated schedule of fees.  Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  

M/C. 

 

Thompson informed the Council she has been working with Polar Comm. on the security camera 

upgrade.  After discussion, costs for installing cameras inside the City Office building and at the 

water treatment plant will be added to the camera upgrade list. 

 

Laaveg presented copies of a leadership code for elected officials to the Council.  This topic was 

presented at last month’s meeting and tabled for discussion this month.  Lundquist felt the leadership 

code was unnecessary.  Byron moved and Anderson seconded to approve the leadership code for 

elected officials as presented by Laaveg.  Upon roll call vote the following voted aye; Halvorson, 

Knutson, Byron and Anderson with Lorton and Lundquist voting no.  M/C. 

 

Thompson reported that she mailed letters to 16 property owners of occupied buildings with no 

utilities and properties which were in violation of the City’s nuisance ordinance.  The deadline to 

contact the office or clean up the property is September 12
th

.  Properties requiring clean up will be 

cleaned by the City and charges will be assessed to landowners per city ordinance. 

 

Laaveg reported Mr. Arndt, Park River FFA advisor, will present a Robert’s Rule of Order seminar 

for the Council on October 9, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the City Council Room. 

 

 

 



Committee Reports: 

Sales Tax Committee:  Recommended the following:  from the Capital Improvement Fund for St 

Improve Dist # 2017-1; Sillers, Laaveg & Wenzel $119.70 and Arntson, Stewart, Wegner $2,610.8; 

from Economic Development Fund, Sillers, Laaveg & Wenzel $495.80, to Bank of ND (PACE 

interest buy-down - Heartland Eye Care) $3,100.00, and Red River Regional Council $750.00 for 

Action Summit; KLJ, Inc $2,033.12 SID# 2017-2, and WC Press 142.68 SID# 2017-2.  Anderson 

moved and Halvorson seconded to approve all of the Sales Tax Committee recommendations as 

presented.  Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  M/C. 

Ward Reports: Questioned what could be done with the tall weeds on the dirt piles at 103 Park Ave 

S.  Thompson reported a letter had been sent to the property owner to address the issue. 

 

New Business:  Jana Hankey applied for a 5-year property tax exemption on the value of 

improvements at 103 Briggs Ave N. (improvement valuation of $45,000.00).  Berg recommended 

approval. Byron moved and Anderson seconded to approve Hankey’s request.   Upon roll call vote, 

the following voted aye; Lorton, Halvorson, Knutson, Byron and Anderson with Lundquist 

abstaining.  M/C.   

 

The Council designated October 10, 2017 as Fall Clean-up Day.  Residential utility customers 

should call the water plant at 701.284.6399 no later than 4:30 PM, Monday, October 9, 2017 to 

schedule pickup.   

 

Mayor Stenvold appointed Ann Berg to serve as the Assessor for the City of Park River as required 

by state statute. 

 

Council was requested to sponsor a plaque for the Walsh County Fair again this year.  Knutson 

moved and Lorton seconded to approve a $200.00 payment.  Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  M/C. 

 

Larson on behalf of the PR Volunteer Fire Dept reported the Park River American Legion Post and 

the Fire Dept would like to exchange some land between their properties.  The Legion would deed 

the west 40’ of Lots 5 & 6, Block 22 O.T. to the City for the Fire Dept’s use and the Fire Dept is 

asking the City to deed the east 100’ of Lot 4, Block 22 O.T. to the Legion.  The Legion has 

approved the land exchange. Halvorson moved and Byron seconded to deed the east 100’ of Lot 4, 

Block 22 O.T. to the Legion in exchange for the west 40’ of Lots 5 & 6, Block 22 O.T.  Upon roll 

call vote the following voted aye; Halvorson, Knutson, Byron and Anderson with Lorton and 

Lundquist (members of the PR Fire Dept) abstaining.  M/C.   

 

Laaveg updated the Council on Tower St.  A portion of the road does not appear to be within City 

limits, and some entities are being charged an access fee by the railroad.  Laaveg will research and 

identify the steps necessary to annex the property and declare the road a public street. 

  

Mayor’s Comments:  The Mayor suggested sponsoring a table at the First Care Health Center 

Harvest Fest.   Lundquist moved and Halvorson seconded approving to sponsor a table from 

Municipal Utilities. Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  M/C.    

 

Auditor’s Report:  
Lundquist moved and Lorton seconded to approve payment of the following bills and accept the 

Auditor’s report into record.  Upon roll call vote, all voted aye.  M/C.   

 

 

 

 



General Fund 

29620 Void 0.00 

29651 Aflac 21.71 

52 Discovery Benefits 19.17 

53 NDPERS 67.69 

54 NDPERS 1,053.24 

55 BC/BS of North Dakota 1,606.07 

56 Sillers, Laaveg, & Wenzel 750.00 

57 Cardmember Service 636.61 

58 Productivity Plus Account 306.30 

59 Discovery Benefits, Inc 11.00 

29660 Kringstad Ironworks Inc 10.33 

61 Liberty Business Systems, Inc 106.11 

62 Lon's Hardware 78.21 

63 MDU 91.22 

64 Municipal Gov Academy 25.00 

65 NDAAO Sec/Treas 30.00 

66 Northdale Oil, Inc 1,032.74 

67 North Star Coop 826.22 

68 Polar Communications 483.55 

69 PR Airport Authority 6.05 

29670 PR Community Club 150.00 

71 PR Fire Department 6,981.00 

72 PR Park District 5.07 

73 PR Public Library 6.41 

74 RDO Equipment 731.03 

75 Glenn Rost 250.00 

76 Sillers, Laaveg, & Wenzel 1,891.40 

77 Special Funds 0.44 

78 Verizon Wireless 147.11 

79 WC Auditor 5,379.98 

29680 WC Press 1,346.06 

AW US Treasury 2,180.27 

AW Municipal Utilities 6,583.55 

   Municipal Utilities 

 34379 Postmaster 268.35 

34380 Aflac 109.21 

81 Discovery Benefits 140.83 

82 General Fund 6,583.55 

83 NDPERS 336.21 

84 NDPERS 4,749.52 

85 BC/BS of North Dakota 6,400.43 

86 2016 Electrical Upgrade 8,000.00 

87 AmeriPride Services, Inc 211.43 

88 Aqua-Pure Inc. 58.64 

89 Banyon Data Systems, Inc 795.00 

34390 Border States Electric Supply 13,926.80 

91 Cardmember Service 68.76 

92 City of Fargo 28.00 



93 Consolidated Waste, LTD. 17,277.75 

94 Demester Cleaning 345.00 

95 Ethanol Products, LLC 500.57 

96 Ferguson Waterworks #2516 3,758.65 

97 First Care Health Center 240.00 

98 Graymont (WI) LLC 6,470.36 

99 Hawkins Inc 943.45 

34400 Jim's Super Valu 36.10 

1 Leon's Building Center, Inc 226.98 

2 Light & Water Dept 3,699.26 

3 Lindell's Mowing 500.00 

4 Lon's Hardware 53.26 

5 MMUA 109.94 

6 Morgan Printing 47.00 

7 ND Dept of Health/Chem-Lab 223.63 

8 ND One Call Inc. 17.55 

9 NDPERS 14.65 

34410 Northdale Oil, Inc 478.62 

11 North Star Coop 301.93 

12 Polar Communications 157.62 

13 Doug Reierson 2,000.00 

14 Samson Electric LTD 655.63 

15 Thatcher Company of Montana 8,756.00 

16 US Bank Equipment Finance 162.42 

17 Verizon Wireless 123.98 

18 Wat & Sew Imprv Dist #2015-1 6,200.00 

19 Wat & Sew Imprv Dist #2016-1 9,490.00 

34420 Water System Repair & Replace 4,000.00 

21 Water Bond Fund 05 4,830.00 

22 Water Rev Bond Fund Phase II 3,450.00 

23 Water Tower Fund 11,315.00 

24 Water Treatment Fund 40,783.14 

8019-47 Salaries 28,979.69 

AW US Treasury 8,147.03 

AW First United Bank 13.50 

AW NMPA 133,628.44 

AW PSN (Payment Services Network) 4.95 

   Special Funds 

 10092 Void 0.00 

10093 Red River Regional Council 750.00 

10094 ST Improve Dist #2017-1 3,030.59 

10095 ST Improve Dist #2017-2 2,671.60 

   Debt Service & Bond Fund 

 6083 Arntson Stewart Wegner PC 2,610.69 

6084 Eugene Bossert 100.00 

6085 Dr. Mark Helgeson 100.00 

6086 Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, Inc 2,033.12 

6087 Sillers, Laaveg, & Wenzel 615.50 



6088 Judy Troftgruben 100.00 

6089 WC Press 142.68 

6090 Widseth Smith Nolting & Assoc 6,545.50 

AW First United Bank 30.00 

   Thursday, October 6, 2017 at 6:00 PM was set for the Public Hearing and Special Meeting to 

approve the final budget and set the mill levy. 

 

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:16 PM. 

 

                                                                                               

                                                                                              _______________________________ 

                                                                                              Dan Stenvold, Mayor 

ATTEST: __________________________ 

Ann Berg, Deputy Auditor 


